
 Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 September, 2012
Between 7.00pm and 9.15pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair 

Clive Emerson
Gary Satchwell

Sarah Robson

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk Angus Benson-Blair Iain Hedley (NNPA)
14 Parishioners 

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Harry Scott.

2. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the 
Chair.

3. Matters arising
a) item 3b: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Chair provided an update on developments to date. 
This included the recent report from NCC following their investigation into the options available.  There was 
agreed disappointment about the conclusions of the report given the time that had elapsed since it was stated 
the report would be prepared.  The Chair shared his proposed response to the report and IT WAS AGREED 
to provide this to both NCC and the Journal newspaper.  Cllr Robson advised she would be able to attend the 
NCC Areas West Committee meeting on 11 September and it was reported a good number of residents also 
planned to attend.

b) item 3c: Replacement of seats and tables in the Millennium Green:  IT WAS AGREED to assess the Millennium 
Green to determine where the new table should be located.

c) item 3d: Parish Council Newsletter:  The Chair thanked Cllr Corbett for her articles for the newsletter. Further 
articles would be forthcoming for a newsletter in early 2013 in time for the May elections. 

d) item 6a: Supporting the Sports Centre:  The Chair gave a brief update for those attending on the recent history of 
the RTC Sports Centre. IT WAS AGREED it would be a great shame if the facility was to be lost and local 
support was needed.  IT WAS AGREED to discuss the matter further when the Parish Council had received 
details of the two surveys the NCC were undertaking at the Centre. 

e) item 6b: Road side grass cutting:  Since the last meeting the grass verges had been cut. IT WAS AGREED it had 
been a poor quality job. The Clerk reported he had provided feedback and advised by NCC a further cut would 
be undertaken again mid September. It was requested appropriate equipment was used next time so all areas 
including next to telegraph poles could be cut as these were completely missed last time

4. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for July & August, 2012: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was AGREED.

b) Payment of invoice to C. Mowatt: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The Clerk reported he had not 
received the invoice for the cutting of the grass in August.

c) Reimbursement of expenses for replacement acrylic for notice board: IT WAS AGREED to reimburse the Clerk for 
£27.82. 

5. Planning
12NP0077: Circular 14/90 Consultation in respect of re-building of high voltage electricity supply line: Between Fourstones,  
Dargues Bridge and Otterburn Camp: The Report was received and agreed.
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6. New Business
a) Neighbourhood Planning at the National park:  Iain Hedley from Northumberland National Park Authority 
(NNPA) provided details of the Parish Plan & Neighbourhood Plan and its links to the Localism Act and his 
role in working with local communities to make it happen where the local communities wanted it.  He spoke of 
where in Northumberland this was being piloted including Bellingham and Wark. Mr Hedley advised the 
attendees that to have such a plan would allow the community to make a greater number of decisions locally 
that concerned the local community up to a certain level. It was highlighted to make a plan successful the 
whole community really needs to support the chosen plan and that there would be a fair amount of work to 
introduce it to the Parish and receive agreement from NCC and NNPA. The Chair thanked Mr Hedley for his 
time and IT WAS AGREED it was a matter that the whole community should have a say on

b) Damage to the notice board at the Bus Stop:  The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

c) Otterburn Castle future plans and extended licence application: Mr Angus Benson-Blair, General Manager of 
Otterburn Castle, had requested an opportunity to speak of the future plans for the hotel.  He wished also to 
address comments in respect of the recent extended licence application.  He advised a decision had been made 
to change the name to the Castle as it was felt the word ‘Castle’ would be a greater selling point. Mr Benson-
Blair reported that the owner had brought the hotel for personal reasons and was keen to maintain the historic, 
rustic feel.  It was felt the Stable Bar was not in keeping with the desired look of the place and extensive 
refurbishments are due to be undertaken in early 2013 in the hotel as well as the Stable Bar that will be changed 
to a more ‘country pub’ place. This would then be in keeping with the plan to move away from the 18 – 23 
year old market and more to the 35+ year old. 

There is a desire for the hotel to become more central to the local community and the Castle was the main 
sponsor of the Otterburn Village Festival.

Turning to the extended licence Mr Benson-Blair advised he had not been aware of concern about noise from 
the hotel until only the previous Friday. Whilst a number of those attending advised they had left telephone 
messages about the noise problems he advised he had purchased equipment to measure and control the decibel 
level. Mr Benson-Blair did report that the extended licence was only for the Stable Bar and did not include the 
marquee that would remain as it is.

Concern was raised that even with the current licence the noise from the marquee did disturb local residents as 
did also people making a noise as they left the hotel. Mr Benson-Blair apologised for the disturbances and 
advised he would do all he can to stop this happening on hotel grounds. He also provided his mobile number 
to those present inviting them to call him if such problems occur again. Furthermore should people have the 
need to do so the PC Colin Heath could be contacted to assist with any appropriate problems.

It was advised that part of the reason for the application for extended licence was to avoid people buying 
drinks close to ‘last orders’ and binge drinking these or taking them away when going through the village. The 
extended licence, the audience were advised, would allow a more ‘gentle and steady’ approach to people leaving 
as they were ready. Mr Benson-Blair advised he believed it would also increase chances of people getting a taxi 
if people left over a longer range of time.

Mr Benson-Blair did advise he would welcome the soldiers from the camp to the bar but advised he would not 
tolerate any trouble and was working on a solution to transport them back to the camp and had previously 
given a lift to a few in his own car.

He reported he had met with the police over the licence and had been advised he would need to employ 
specialised staff if opening beyond 2.00am. Hence he advised he would not be looking for a 3.00am licence any 
more.

Mr Benson-Blair advised there would be no fireworks or Chinese lanterns being let off from the Castle.

IT WAS AGREED by all that as the Castle was a local business, employing local residents it needed to be 
supported but as it was located in the central part of the village the Castle needed to be aware of the local 
residents feelings when it came to running events. There was agreement to the proposal from Mr Benson-Blair 
that he would apply for a licence the same as the Percy Arms held i.e. serve alcohol until 1.00am and close 
doors at 2.00am. 
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d) Otterburn Hall closure and footpaths: It was noted that the hotel had recently closed and presently only a couple 
of staff were still employed looking at the place. The Clerk reported he had not heard anything and that 
therefore it was assumed the meeting regarding the footpaths on the hotel property was still going ahead on 28 
September.  Mr Benson-Blair offered the host the meeting at the Castle in case of need.

e) Bus Service to Morpeth: The Clerk confirmed he had received notification from NCC that unless number of fare 
paying passengers increased for this service the weekly service would stop from 19 December, 2012. IT WAS 
AGREED to give further consideration to options that would allow this service to continue as it was such a 
vital link to facilities not available in the village and would otherwise be not accessible for some residents. The 
Clerk reported he had heard nothing about the Bellingham service.

f) Local Transport Plan 2012-13: IT WAS AGREED to repeat the request for the traffic calming in the village but 
also request that attention should be given to the resurfacing of the road between Otterburn and Elsdon that 
was particularly bad.

g) A696 closure compensation: It was reported that the local businesses that had suffered as a result of the road 
closure should be compensated within the next week.  The Parish Council had not had a response from Mr 
Fone of EDF Energy re the community compensation discussed at the meeting on 16 July and would chase 
again.

h) Drainage along the main road through the village: Many of the drains had become blocked over time and the Clerk 
had reported the matter to the NCC. It was reported by the Chair that these had been cleared that week. The 
drain outside the Memorial Hall had not been cleared and IT WAS AGREED the Clerk would speak to NCC 
about this.

i) Otterburn Village Festival: The Clerk read letter from Mr Turnbull detailing the success of the first Otterburn 
Village Festival and thanking all that had helped. Mr Benson-Blair reported that £5,000 profit had been made, 
half of which was given to the chosen charities and the rest maintain for next year’s event.

j) New Code of Conduct: The Clerk reported a new Code of Conduct had been received from David Francis, 
NALC with the recommendation all Parishes adopt it. After reference to the paper IT WAS AGREED to 
adopt the new code.

k) Declaration of Interest: The Clerk’s Report was received and all Cllrs had completed the paperwork that the 
Clerk would send on to NCC.

l) Resignation of Cllr Harry Scott:  Whilst formal resignation had not yet been received the Clerk reported that he 
had received a verbal resignation from Mr Scott. It was hoped he would be able to attend the next meeting so 
thanks could be given for his excellent service over the years to the Council.

7. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
8. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00pm on 
Tuesday, 2 October, 2012 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
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